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1) Introduction
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2) Discrimination, Unequal Treatment and 
Disadvantaging Effects
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3) Equality: A Historical Perspective
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The Greeks
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,/.%60%Q06P$<(0)*%P6;P$Q.,6;D

The Development of a Christian Idea of 
Equality

"#$%;6.,6;%6c%(;,7$0/)*,/42%#6O$7$02%O)/%)<b
6Q.$<%O,.#,;%.#$%c0)4$O60d%6c%$)0*R%T#0,/.,);%
.#6(-#.D22% a.% "#64)/%Y'(,;)/2% .#6(-#% )%4,*b
*$;;,)% ,;.6% .#$%T#0,/.,);% .0)<,.,6;2% P6;.,;($<%
.6% <$7$*6Q% .#$% ,<$)% 6c% (;,7$0/)*% $'()*,.R% S$b
c60$%56<D%3,/%O0,.,;-/% 6;%<,7,;$% *)O%$4Q#)b
/,/$<%)%460$%$-)*,.)0,);%)QQ06)P#%.6%$'()*,.R%
O#$0$SR% $7$0R6;$% ,/% (;,.$<% (;<$0% .#$% P64b
46;%S6;<%6c%#)QQ,;$//%,;%O#,P#%)**%,;<,7,<(b
)*/% )0$%<,0$P.$<%SR%56<D%Y'(,;)/^% P6;P$Q.,6;%
6c%<,7,;$%*)O%P644);</%.#).%)**%S$%(;,.$<%,;%
4(.()*%*67$N

% oa,;P$%4);%SR%;).(0$%,/%)%/6P,)*%);,b
4)*2% #$% ;$$</% )//,/.);P$% c064% 6.#$0%4$;% ,;%
60<$0%.6%6S.),;%#,/%6O;%$;<D%@6O%.#,/%,/%46/.%
/(,.)S*R%<6;$% ,c%4$;% *67$%6;$%);6.#$0%4(.(b
)**RD%3$;P$%.#$%*)O%6c%56<2%O#,P#%<,0$P./%4$;%
.6%.#$,0%*)/.%$;<2%P644);</%(/%.6%*67$%6;$%);b
6.#$0Dp%23%%

W,7,;$% *)O% );<% .#$% T#0,/.,);% <6P.0,;$% S0$)d%
c064% .#$% Y0,/.6.$*,);% ;6.,6;% 6c% $'()*,.R% $Mb
,/.,;-% O,.#,;% )% <$46P0).,P% 60<$0D% @$7$0.#$b
*$//2% .#$% T#0,/.,);% Q6/,.,6;% Q0$/(QQ6/$/% .#).%
$'()*,.R%,/%/64$.#,;-%-,7$;%SR%)%<,7,;$%Q6O$0D%
"#$0$c60$2%O#,*$%.#$%(;,7$0/)*,.R%)QQ06)P#%.6%
$'()*,.R%<$7$*6Q$<%SR%T#0,/.,);%<6P.0,;$%c(0b
.#$0%<$7$*6Q$<%.#$%c0)4$O60d%6c%.#$%P*)//,P)*%
50$$d%,<$)2%,.%O)/%,;%,./$*c%/(Sj$P.%.6%.#$%*,4,.%
);<%Q0,7,*$-$%6c%.#6/$%O#6%S$*,$7$<%,;%.#$%<,b
7,;$D%];$% *,4,.).,6;% .#,/%Q*)P$/%6;%)%46<$0;%
;6.,6;% 6c% $'()*,.R% 4)R% S$% 6S/$07$<% ,;% .#$%
O60</%6c%.#$%@$O%"$/.)4$;.N

%% o+$;<$0% .#$0$c60$% (;.6% T)$/)0% .#$%
.#,;-/%O#,P#%)0$%T)$/)0^/g%);<%(;.6%56<%.#$%
.#,;-/%.#).%)0$%56<^/Dp%24%%%

"#,/% 7$0/$% ,**(/.0).$/% .#$% $)0*R% T#0,/.,);%
.#6(-#.%6;%$'()*,.R2%O#$0$%,;$'()*,.R%6c%Q6Ob
$02%/.).(/%60%O$)*.#%6;%$)0.#%O)/%)PP$Q.$<%<($%
.6%.#$%S$*,$c%.#).%.#$%,;<,7,<()*%O6(*<%6S.),;%
.#$,0%.0($%0$O)0<%,;%#$)7$;%O#$0$%$7$0RS6<R%
O)/%$'()*%(;<$0%56<D%

Natural Law and Equality

"#64)/%36SS$/%/$./%6(.%/(PP,;P.*R%#,/%7,/,6;%
6c%$'()*,.R%O,.#,;%;).(0)*%*)O%.#$60R%,;%:$7,)b
.#);N

% o@).(0$%#).#%4)<$%4$;%/6%$'()*2% ,;%
.#$%c)P(*.,$/%6c%S6<R%);<%4,;<g%)/%.#).%.#6(-#%
.#$0$%S$%c6(;<%6;$%4);%/64$.,4$/%4);,c$/.b
*R% /.06;-$0% ,;%S6<R2%60%6c%'(,Pd$0%4,;<% .#);%
);6.#$0g%R$.%O#$;%)**%,/%0$Pd6;$<%.6-$.#$0%.#$%
<,[%$0$;P$% S$.O$$;% 4);% );<% 4);% ,/% ;6.% /6%
P6;/,<$0)S*$2%)/%.#).%6;$%4);%P);%.#$0$(Q6;%
P*),4%.6%#,4/$*c%);R%S$;$_,.2%.6%O#,P#%);6.#$0%
4)R%;6.%Q0$.$;<2%)/%O$**%)/%#$Dp%25

36SS$/^% 7,$O% 6c% $'()*,.R% /(--$/./% .#).% <$b
/Q,.$%.#$%,;$7,.)S,*,.R%.#).%,;<,7,<()*/%)0$%<,cb
c$0$;.% ,;% 0$/Q$P.% 6c% ,;<,7,<()*% Q#R/,P)*% );<%
4$;.)*% .)*$;./2% /(P#% <,[%$0$;P$/% /#6(*<% ;6.%
SR%.#$4/$*7$/%,4S($%S$;$_,./D%T6;60%5$)0.R%
#)/%)0-($<%.#).%36SS$/^%P6;P$Q.,6;%6c%)%/6b
P,$.R2% O#$0$% );% )S/6*(.$% 0(*$0% ,/% ;$$<$<% .6%
O#64%O$%)**%4(/.% /)P0,_,P$%6(0% c0$$<64%/6%
)/%.6%S$%)S*$%.6%/(07,7$%G)%:$7,).#);H2%#)/%,4b
Q60.);.%P6;;6.).,6;/%c60%.#$%46<$0;%,<$)%6c%
$'()*,.RD26%5$)0.R%/(S4,./%.#).%36SS$/^%S)/,P%
Q0$4,/$%O,.#,;%:$7,).#);%)QQ$)0/%.6%S$%.#).%
O#$0$%)**%)0$%$'()*%,;%;).(0)*%0,-#./%.#$R%)0$%
)S*$%.6%(/$%.#$,0%$'()*%;).(0)*%0,-#./%.6%4)d$%
P#6,P$/%0$-)0<,;-%.#$,0%Q)0.,P,Q).,6;% ,;%/6P,b
$.RD% 9(0.#$0460$2%#$% )0-($/% .#).% .#$%;).(0)*%
*)O%<,/P6(0/$%6c%36SS$/^%.,4$%P0$).$<%)%Q06b
-0$//,7$% $-)*,.)0,);% 7,/,6;% 6c% $'()*,.R%O#,P#%
Q067,<$/%<,0$P.,6;% c60%46<$0;% *)O4)d,;-% ,;%
c)P,*,.).,;-%r0$)*^%$'()*,.R D̂27%

36SS$/%);<%4);R%6.#$0%;).(0)*%*)O%Q#,*6/6b
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Q#$0/% S$*,$7$<% .#).% $'()*,.R% ,4Q)0.$<% ;).(b
0)*%0,-#./% .6% ,;<,7,<()*/%6;%.#$%S)/,/%6c% .#$,0%
#(4);,.RD%960%$M)4Q*$2%:6Pd$%0$P6-;,/$<%.#).%
(;<$0%;).(0)*%*)O2%)**%4$;%O$0$%$'()*%,;%.#$%
/$;/$%.#).%$7$0R%4);%#)/%);%$'()*%0,-#.%.6%#,/%
;).(0)*% c0$$<64%O,.#6(.% S$,;-% /(Sj$P.$<% .6%
.#$%O,**%60%)(.#60,.R%6c%);R%6.#$0%4);D%36O$7b
$02%O,.#6(.%Q$0P$,7,;-%);R%P6;.0)<,P.,6;%.6%#,/%
,<$)%6c%$'()*,.R%,;%;).(0$2%:6Pd$%<,<%;6.%/(-b
-$/.%.#).%)**%4$;%O$0$%$'()*%,;%$7$0R.#,;-N

% oV%P);;6.%S$%/(QQ6/$<%.6%(;<$0/.);<%
)**% /60./% 6c% $'()*,.RD% Y-$% 60% 7,0.($%4)R% -,7$%
4$;% )% j(/.% Q0$P$<$;PRD% &MP$**$;PR% 6c% Q)0./%
);<%4$0,.%4)R% Q*)P$% 6.#$0/% )S67$% .#$% P64b
46;%*$7$*D%A,0.#%%4)R% /(Sj$P.% /64$2% );<% )**,b
);P$%60%S$;$_,./%6.#$0/2%.6%Q)R%);%6S/$07);P$%
.6%.#6/$%.6%O#64%;).(0$2%-0).,.(<$2%60%6.#$0%
0$/Q$P./%#)7$%4)<$%,.%<($Dp 28  

9(0.#$02% ,;% .#$% /$4,;)*% "#$% +,-#./% 6c% \);2%
"#64)/%X),;$%0$,.$0).$/%.#).%)**%4$;%)0$%S60;%
$'()*%O,.#%$'()*%;).(0)*%0,-#.D29%"#,/%(;,.R%6c%
4);% Q6/,.,6;% )/P0,S$/% 56<% )/% .#$% /6(0P$% 6c%
/(P#%);%$;<6O4$;.2%O#$0$,;% .#$%6;*R%S)/,/%
6c%<,/.,;P.,6;%,/%.#).%6c%.#$%/$M$/D

@).(0)*% *)O%/#,c.$<%.#$%<,/P6(0/$%6c%$'()*,.R%
,;.6% )% 0,-#./bS)/$<% c0)4$O60d% .#).% 6[%$0$<%
,;P0$)/$<% 6QQ60.(;,.,$/% c60% ,;<,7,<()*/% .6%
)//$0.%.#$%,<$)%6c%$'()*,.R%,;%)%Q6*,.,P)*b*$-)*%
/$;/$D%@).(0)*%*)O%.#$60,/./%<6%;6.2%#6O$7$02%
Q067,<$%)%7$#,P*$%c60%.#$%$MQ*60).,6;%6c%)%460$%
$-)*,.)0,);% 7,/,6;% 6c% $'()*,.RD% V;<$$<2% .#$%
36SS$/,);% P6;P$Q.,6;% 6c% $'()*,.R% 6;*R% $7$0%
.6(P#$/% (Q6;% $-)*,.)0,);,/4% );<% <6$/% ;6.%
.)d$% ,;.6% P6;/,<$0).,6;% .#$% /6P,)**R% Q06-0$/b
/,7$%)P.,6;%0$'(,0$<%,;%60<$0%.6%)P#,$7$% r0$)*%
$'()*,.R D̂30%%%%%%%

Marxism

C)0*%\)0M% $*(P,<).$/% #,/% 7,$O% 6;% r.#$% $'()*%
0,-#.^%,;2%T0,.,P,/4%6c%.#$%56.#)%X06-0)4D%"#,/%
O60d2% ,;% O#,P#% #$% $/Q6(/$/% #,/% <$P*)0).60R%

S);;$02%o9064%$)P#%)PP60<,;-%.6%#,/%)S,*,.,$/2%
.6%$)P#%)PP60<,;-%.6%#,/%;$$</sp2%/$./%6(.%)%P0,b
.,'($%6c%r.#$%$'()*%0,-#.^%<$7$*6Q$<%SR%;).(0)*%
*)O% .#$60,/./D% 3$0$2% \)0M% '($/.,6;/% .#$% ;)b
.(0$%6c% .#$%$'()*%0,-#.%);<% ,./%)S,*,.R% .6%Q06b
46.$% rc),0% <,/.0,S(.,6;D̂% &MQ*60,;-% ,./% $[%$P./%
6;%*)S6(02%\)0M%/.).$/%.#).%.#$%$'()*%0,-#.%,/%
/.,**%0$/.0,P.$<%SR%P)Q,.)*,/.%*,4,.).,6;/%);<%)Pb
P60<,;-*R2%,/%/.,**%)%P)Q,.)*,/.%0,-#.D%Y/%,;<,7,<(b
)*/%)0$%Q#R/,P)**R%60%4$;.)**R%/(Q$0,60%.6%6;$%
);6.#$02% .#$% r$'()*% 0,-#.% ,/%(;$'()*% 0,-#.% c60%
(;$'()*%*)S60 D̂31 %

"#$%/6(0P$%6c%\)0M^/%c0(/.0).,6;%O,.#%.#$%;).b
(0)*%*)O%,<$)%6c%);%$'()*%0,-#.%,/%.#).%,.%0$P6-b
;,/$/%.#$%,;$'()*,.R%6c%,;<,7,<()*%$;<6O4$;.%
);<%Q06<(P.,7$%P)Q)P,.R%)/%)%;).(0)*%Q0,7,*$-$D%
\)0M%/(S/$'($;.*R%)0-($/%.#).N
%
 oV.% ,/2% .#$0$c60$2% ,;% ,./% /(S/.);P$2% )%
0,-#.%6c%,;$'()*,.R2%)/%,/%)**%0,-#.Dp%32

\)0M^/%Q$0/Q$P.,7$%,**(4,;).$/%.#$%/(S.*$%<,/b
P0,4,;).,6;% .#).%P);%6PP(0%O,.#,;%/R/.$4/% ,c%
.#$%,<$)%6c%$'()*,.R%,/%S)/$<%6;%)%Q06P$<(0)*%
c604%O#,P#% $;7,/)-$/% $'()*,.R% )/% .#$% )QQ*,b
P).,6;%6c%0(*$/D%%@$7$0.#$*$//2%,.%,/%;6.%O#6**R%
)<$'().$%c60%46<$0;%<$4);</D%"#$%Q06S*$4%
O,.#%\)0M^/%Q$0/Q$P.,7$%,/%,./%S,)/%c60%*)S6(0%
);<%$P6;64,P%-66</33%%.6%.#$%$MP*(/,6;%6c%6.#b
$0% /6P,)*% );<% P(*.(0)*% ;$$</2% );<% .#$% /(S/$b
'($;.%<$4);</%.#).%#,/%P6;P$Q.,6;%6c%$'()*b
,.R%O6(*<%Q*)P$%6;%,;<,7,<()*%*,S$0.RD%%%%%%%%

4) Equality in Context: Legal Application

Y4$0,P);% Q0)-4).,/.2% Z6#;% W$O$R% P6;.$;</%
.#).% $'()*,.R% <6$/% ,;<$$<% #)7$% <$46P0).,P%
P0$<$;.,)*/% S(.% .#,/% /#6(*<% ;6.% S$%4,/.)d$;%
O,.#% .#$% S$*,$c% ,;% );% $'()*,.R% 6c% ;).(0)*% $;b
<6O4$;./N

% oY**%,;<,7,<()*/%)0$%$;.,.*$<%.6%$'()*b
,.R% 6c% .0$).4$;.% SR% *)O% );<% ,./% )<4,;,/.0)b
.,6;DDDDG&H)P#%6;$%,/%$'()**R%); ,;<,7,<()*%);<%
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$;.,.*$<%.6%$'()*%6QQ60.(;,.R%6c%<$7$*6Q4$;.%
6c%#,/%6O;%P)Q)P,.,$/2%S$%.#$R%*)0-$%60%/4)**%,;%
0);-$Dp%34 %%%%%

Vc%W$O$R^/%P6;.$;.,6;%.#).%.#$%Q06Q$0%Q*)P$%c60%
$'()*,.R%,/%.6%c)P,*,.).$%6QQ60.(;,.R%O#$0$SR%);%
,;<,7,<()*^/%.)*$;./%P);%S$%4)M,4,/$<%,/%7)*,<2%
,.%,/%,4Q60.);.%.6%$M)4,;$%#6O%.#,/%P);%S$/.%S$%
)P#,$7$<D% a$P.,6;% I% 6c% .#,/% )0.,P*$% Q6/.(*).$<%
.#).% P$0.),;%$*$4$;./%)0$%Q)0.,P(*)0*R%O60.#R%
6c% ,;.$-0).,6;% ,;.6% )%46<$0;% )QQ06)P#% .6% *$b
-)*%$'()*,.RD%B;,7$0/)*,/42%,;<,7,<()*%c0$$<642%
$-)*,.)0,);,/4%)**%P$0.),;*R%#)7$%/.06;-%P*),4/%
c60%,;P*(/,6;%,;.6%)%/(PP$//c(*%46<$*%6c%$'()*b
,.R%*)OD%"#,/%/$P.,6;%),4/%.6%);)*R/$%);<%$7)*(b
).$%.#$%46<$*/%6c%$'()*,.R%O#,P#%#)7$%S$$;%,;b
.$-0).$<%,;.6%<,[%$0$;.%*$-)*%c0)4$O60d/%);<%.6%
)//$//%O#$.#$0%.#$/$%46<$*/%#)7$%/(c_,P,$;.*R%
P6(;.$0$<% .#$% 46<$0;% ;).(0$% 6c% <,/P0,4,;)b
.,6;D%

Formal Equality and the Traditional Legal 
Approach

&'()*,.R% )/% c604)*% $'()*,.R% ,/% .#$% P6446;%
);<% .0)<,.,6;)*% )QQ06)P#% ,;% )% S06)<% 0);-$% 6c%
;).,6;)*%*$-)*%/R/.$4/D35%"#$%c604)*%)QQ06)P#%
$4Q*6R/%.#$%P6;P$Q.%6c%$'()*,.R%)/%)%/R/.$4%6c%
c604)*%0(*$/D%"#$%,<$)%6c%c604)*%$'()*,.R%#)/%)%
P*$)0%P6;;$P.,6;%.6%Y0,/.6.*$%);<%#,/%<,P.(4%.#).%
$'()*,.R%4$);.%o.#,;-/%.#).%)0$%)*,d$%/#6(*<%S$%
.0$).$<%)*,d$pD36% %"#,/% ,/% .#$%46/.%O,<$/Q0$)<%
(;<$0/.);<,;-%6c%$'()*,.R%.6<)RD%9604)*%$'()*b
,.R%Q0646.$/%,;<,7,<()*%j(/.,P$%)/%.#$%S)/,/%c60%
)%460)*%P*),4%.6%7,0.($%);<%,/%0$*,);.%(Q6;%.#$%
Q06Q6/,.,6;%.#).%c),0;$//%G.#$%460)*%7,0.($H%0$b
'(,0$/%P6;/,/.$;.%60%$'()*%.0$).4$;.D37%%

&'()*,.R% )/% c604)*% $'()*,.R% #)/% );% ,4Q60.);.%
06*$% ,;% .#$% *)O% );<% Q6*,PR% 6c%4);R% P6(;.0,$/%
O,.#% )<7);P$<% $'()*,.R% ;604/D% 960% ,;/.);P$2%
,.% c604/%.#$%P6;P$Q.()*%S)/,/%6c% .#$% .$04%o<,b
0$P.%<,/P0,4,;).,6;p%(.,*,/$<%,;%.#$%BC38%%60%.#$%
-()0);.$$%6c%r$'()*%Q06.$P.,6;%6c%.#$%*)O/^%P6;b
.),;$<%,;%.#$%B;,.$<%a.).$/%T6;/.,.(.,6;D39

%
"#$% c604)*% )QQ06)P#% )//$0./% .#).% )% Q$0/6;^/%
,;<,7,<()*2%Q#R/,P)*%60%Q$0/6;)*%P#)0)P.$0,/.,P/%
/#6(*<%S$%7,$O$<%)/%,00$*$7);.%,;%<$.$04,;,;-%
O#$.#$0%.#$R%#)7$%)%0,-#.%.6%/64$%/6P,)*%S$;b
$_,.%60%-),;D%Y.%.#$%#$)0.%6c%46/.%Q06.)-6;,/./^%
<$c$;P$%6c%.#,/%46<$*% ,/%.#$%Q0,;P,Q*$%6c%4$0b
,.D% "#$% *,S$0)*% )0-(4$;.% /$./% 6(.% .#).% c604)*%
$'()*,.R%,/%;$P$//)0R%,c%.#$%Q0,;P,Q*$%6c%4$0,.40%%
,/%.6%S$%4),;.),;$<%,;%)%<$46P0).,P%/6P,$.RD%%%

:,S$0.)0,);/%c(0.#$0%<$c$;<%c604)*%$'()*,.R%SR%
)0-(,;-% .#).% ,.% <,/c)76(0/% )0S,.0)0R% <$P,/,6;b
4)d,;-%Q06P$//$/%f%)/%O#$;%Q6*,P,$/%60%Q$6Q*$%
/$*$P.,7$*R% <,/)<7);.)-$% 6.#$0/% <($% .6% )% Q)0b
.,P(*)0% ,00$*$7);.% .0),.D41% "#$% 7)*($% 6c% c604)*%
$'()*,.R%,/%,./%)S,*,.R%.6%Q06.$P.%)-),;/.%<$c$P./%
S$,;-% ,;.06<(P$<% ,;.6% .#$% <$P,/,6;b4)d,;-%
Q06P$//%);<%$;/(0,;-%.#).%,00).,6;)*%);<%(;c),0%
<$P,/,6;/%S)/$<%6;%)0S,.0)0R%P0,.$0,)%)0$%d$Q.%
6(.D%9(0.#$0460$2%,.%Q0$7$;./%.#$%#)04%O#,P#%
4)R%6PP(0%c064%);R%)0S,.0)0R%<$P,/,6;b4)d,;-%
Q06P$//% SR% Q$04,..,;-% )% Q$0/6;% .#$% 6QQ60.(b
;,.R% .6%/$P(0$%)%S$;$_,.%O#,P#% .#$R%4)R%#)7$%
6.#$0O,/$%S$$;%<$;,$<%O#,P#%P);%0$<(P$%Q/Rb
P#6*6-,P)*%,;j(0RD%

].#$0/%/(--$/.%.#).%.#$%/(QQ6/$<%7)*($%6c%;$(b
.0)*,.R%6c%c604)*%$'()*,.R%,/%4$0$*R%);%,**(/,6;242%
)/% ,.% ,/%'($/.,6;)S*$%O#$.#$0% .#$% *)O2% *$-,/*)b
.(0$% );<% .#$% j(<,P,)0R% P);% P*),4% .6% S$% .0(*R%
;$(.0)*%.6%)**%Q)0.,$/D%"6%.#,/%$;<2%c604)*%$'()*b
,.R%P);;6.%)<$'().$*R%<$)*%O,.#%P$0.),;% .RQ$/%
6c%*)O/%,;P*(<,;-2%*)O/%P6;P$0;,;-%,//($/%.#).%
<6%;6.%0$*).$%.6%P#6,P$/%S$.O$$;%-06(Q/2%/(P#%
)/% *,P$;/,;-% *)O/2% );<% *)O/% .#).% )QQ$)0% .6%S$%
S)/$<%6;%Q0,4)%c)P,$%;$(.0)*%P0,.$0,)%S(.%O#,P#%
/(S/$'($;.*R% P0$).$% )% <,/Q)0).$% ,4Q)P.% c60%
P$0.),;%Q$6Q*$D% V;% .#,/%O)R2% c604)*%$'()*,.R2% ,.%
,/%)0-($<2%P6;c(/$/%460$%.#);%,.%P*)0,_,$/D43%%AR%
4)/'($0)<,;-%)/%);%,;<$Q$;<$;.%;6042%c604)*%
$'()*,.R%S*,;</%(/%.6%.#$%0$)*%;).(0$%6c%/(S/.);b
.,7$% 0,-#./% );<% P0$).$/% )% <,P#6.64R% S$.O$$;%
#(4);%0,-#./%);<%$'()*,.R%G60%;6;b<,/P0,4,;)b
.,6;H2%O#$0$,;%S6.#%Q0,;P,Q*$/%)QQ$)0%.6%6Q$0b
).$%,;<$Q$;<$;.*R%0).#$0%.#);%,;%/R;$0-RD
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];$% O$**b<6P(4$;.$<% <0)OS)Pd% 6c% c604)*%
$'()*,.R% ,/% .#).% ,.% 0$'(,0$/% P64Q)0,/6;D% "#$%
P64Q)0).6044% Q0$<64,;);.*R% )QQ*,$<% ,;% .#$%
BC%,;%Q067,;-%<,0$P.%<,/P0,4,;).,6;%,/%O#,.$2%
4)*$2%T#0,/.,);2%)S*$bS6<,$<%);<%#$.$06/$M()*D%
"#,/%0(*$%)//(4$/%.#$%$M,/.$;P$%6c%)%r(;,7$0/)*%
,;<,7,<()*^%O#,P#%P);%;$-*$P.%.#$%7)0,$.R%);<%
<,7$0/,.R%6c%46<$0;%/6P,$.RD%

\6<$0;% /6P,$.R% ,/% 0,P#% ,;% <,7$0/,.RD% % "#$% )Qb
Q06)P#% 6c% c604)*% $'()*,.R% ,/% .6% ,-;60$% .#$%
Q$0/6;)*% P#)0)P.$0,/.,P/% 6c% );% ,;<,7,<()*% )*b
.6-$.#$0D% 960% $M)4Q*$2% ,;% 0$/Q$P.% 6c% 0)P,)*%
<,/P0,4,;).,6;2% )<76P).$/% 6c% c604)*% $'()*,.R%
O6(*<%Q0$/P0,S$%)%P6*6(0%S*,;<%0).#$0%.#);%)%
P6*6(0%P6;/P,6(/%)QQ06)P#D%=#,*/.%.#$%46<$*%
6c%P6;/,/.$;.% .0$).4$;.%#)/%)%06*$% ,;%/6P,$.R2%
.#$% 0,P#;$//% );<% P64Q*$M,.R% 6c% 46<$0;% *,c$%
);<%46<$0;%/6P,)*%0$*).,6;/%4)d$/%.#$%)QQ*,b
P).,6;%6c%.#,/%)QQ06)P#%67$0*R%/,4Q*,/.,P2%)/%)%
S)/,/%c60%);%,;.$-0).$<%);<%P64Q0$#$;/,7$%/$.%
6c%$'()*,.R%*)O/%);<%4$)/(0$/D45%%%

Equality of Opportunity

+$P$;.% P6;/.,.(.,6;)*% 0$c604/246% ,;P0$)/,;-*R%
,;_*($;P$<% SR% )P)<$4,P% <$S).$2% #)7$% /6(-#.%
.6% <$7$*6Q% )% 460$% /6Q#,/.,P).$<% P6;P$Q.% 6c%
$'()*,.R% O#,P#% .)d$/% ,;.6% P6;/,<$0).,6;% .#$%
0,P#;$//%);<%7)0,$.R%6c%46<$0;%#(4);%0$*)b
.,6;/%);<%.#$%/(S.*$%P#)0)P.$0,/.,P/%O#,P#%P);%
*$)<%.6%<,/P0,4,;).,6;%);<%<,/)<7);.)-$D%"#$%
P6;P$Q.%6c%$'()*,.R%6c%6QQ60.(;,.R%0$Q0$/$;./%
)%<$Q)0.(0$%c064%.#$%.0)<,.,6;)*%*$-)*%;6.,6;%
6c% c604)*%$'()*,.R%);<%.#$% ,<$)%6c%P6;/,/.$;.%
.0$).4$;.D% V.% ,/%Q)0.*R%S)/$<%6;%)%0$<,/.0,S(b
.,7$% j(/.,P$%46<$*%O#,P#% /(--$/./% .#).%4$)b
/(0$/%#)7$%.6%S$%.)d$;%.6%0$P.,cR%Q)/.%<,/P0,4,b
;).,6;% S$P)(/$% .6% c),*% .6% <6% /6% O6(*<% *$)7$%
Q$6Q*$%);<%-06(Q/%).%<,[%$0$;.%/.)0.,;-%Q6,;./D%
36O$7$02%$'()*,.R%6c%6QQ60.(;,.R%,/%)*/6%Q)0.b
*R%S)/$<%6;%);%,;<,7,<()*%*,S$0.)0,);%46<$*%)/%
,.% /$$d/% .6% *,4,.% .#$%)QQ*,P).,6;%6c% c(**% 0$<,/b
.0,S(.,7$% j(/.,P$D% T$0.),;% )P)<$4,P/% /(--$/.%
.#).%6;$%O$)d;$//%6c%c6P(/,;-%6;%$'()*,.R%6c%

6(.P64$/% ,/% .#).% ,.%)[%60</% .66%4(P#%0$/Q$P.%
.6%(.,*,.)0,);,/447%%).%.#$%$MQ$;/$%6c%6.#$0%/R/b
.$4/%6c%.#6(-#.D48%%%

"#$%,;.$-0).,6;%6c%.#$/$%.#$60$.,P)*%Q$0/Q$Pb
.,7$/% #)/% *$<% .6% )% ;6.,6;% 6c% $'()*,.R% O#,P#%
/$$d/%.6%$'()*,/$%/.)0.,;-%Q6,;./%,00$/Q$P.,7$%
6c%)%Q$0/6;^/%S)Pd-06(;<%60%/.).(/D%Y.%Q0$/$;.%
6;*R% )% /4)**% ;(4S$0% 6c% *$-)*% /R/.$4/% )<6Q.%
);%$'()*,.R%6c%6QQ60.(;,.R%)QQ06)P#D%960% ,;b
/.);P$2%.#$%&(06Q$);%B;,6;%#)/%*$-)*%4$P#)b
;,/4/%);<%Q6*,P,$/%,;%Q*)P$%O#,P#%Q$04,.%.#$%
(/$%6c%Q6/,.,7$%)P.,6;%.6%Q0$7$;.%);<%P64Q$;b
/).$% c60%<,/)<7);.)-$%);<%.6%Q0646.$%$'()*b
,.RD49%%

V;% Q0)P.,P$% $'()*,.R% 6c% 6QQ60.(;,.R% ,/% )% Q$0b
4,//,7$%,;.$0Q0$.).,6;%6c%.#$%,<$)%6c%$'()*,.R2%
)**6O,;-%,;<,7,<()*/%c064%.0)<,.,6;)**R%<,/)<b
7);.)-$<%-06(Q/%.6%0$P$,7$%/Q$P,)*%$<(P).,6;%
60%.0),;,;-%60%$;P6(0)-,;-%.#$4%.6%)QQ*R%c60%
P$0.),;%j6S/D50%&'()*,.R%6c%6QQ60.(;,.R%0$P6-b
;,/$/% .#$% /#)**6O% ;).(0$% 6c% c604)*% $'()*b
,.R%);<%,;j$P./%)%/(S/.);.,7$%$*$4$;.% ,;.6% ,./%
c0)4$O60dD%

@$7$0.#$*$//2% ,.% /$$4/% .#$% $'()*,.R% 6c% 6Qb
Q60.(;,.R%)QQ06)P#%<$Q$;</%)/%4(P#%6;%.#$%
;6.,6;%6c%6QQ60.(;,.R%)/%6;%$'()*,.RD%=,.#,;%
.#$% P6;P$Q.^/% /(S/.);.,7$% #(S2% .#$% $'()*,.R%
*,4S%0$c$0/%.6%$'()*,.R%,;%,./%Q06P$<(0)*%/$;/$D%
V.% <,P.).$/% .#$% 0(*$% .#).% .#$0$% /#6(*<% S$% );%
$'()*% /.)0.,;-% *,;$% ,;% 0$*).,6;% .6% -66</% /(P#%
)/% )PP$//% .6% $4Q*6R4$;.D% V.% <6$/% ;6.% P0$).$%
)%c0)4$O60d%c60%)*,-;,;-%/.)0.,;-%*,;$/%O#$0b
$7$0%<,/)<7);.)-$%);<%<,/P0,4,;).,6;%6PP(0/D%
9(0.#$0460$2% .#$% .)/d% 6c% $'()*,/,;-% /.)0.,;-%
*,;$/%S$P64$/%460$%<,c_,P(*.%,;%/Q#$0$/%O#$0$%
.#$%4$P#);,P/%c60%P0$).,;-%6QQ60.(;,.,$/%)0$%
*$//% O$**% <$_,;$<D% =#,*$% $'()*,/,;-% /.)0.,;-%
*,;$/%c60%$4Q*6R4$;.%,;P*(<$%O,<$0%)<7$0.,/b
,;-%6c%Q6/./%);<%,;P0$)/$<%.0),;,;-%6c%,;<,7,<b
()*/2%P0$).,;-%6QQ60.(;,.,$/%.6%P64S).%(;P6;b
7$;.,6;)*%c604/%6c%<,/P0,4,;).,6;%,/%)%-0$).$0%
.)/dD%960%$M)4Q*$2% .#$%)S,*,.R%6c% .#$%$'()*,.R%
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6c%6QQ60.(;,.R%)QQ06)P#%.6%P64S).%<,/P0,4,b
;).,6;%)-),;/.%)%-)R%P6(Q*$%/$$d,;-%)<6Q.,6;51%%
0$4),;/%(;Q067$;D%];%)%Q0)P.,P)*%*$7$*%,.%<6$/%
;6.%)QQ$)0%.6%_,.%$)/,*R%,;.6%.#$%$'()*,.R%6c%6Qb
Q60.(;,.R%)QQ06)P#%);<%/(P#%P)/$/%4)R%P6;/$b
'($;.*R%0$4),;%6(.*,$0/%.6%);R%*$-)*%46<$*D%

V;% 0$)*,.R% ,.% ,/% .#$% P6;P$Q.,6;% 6c% 6QQ60.(;,.R%
O#,P#% -,7$/% .#$% P6;P$Q.% Q(0Q6/$D% W$O$R^/%
/.).$4$;.%)S67$% .#).% o$)P#%6;$% ,/% $'()**R% );%
,;<,7,<()*% );<% $;.,.*$<% .6% $'()*% 6QQ60.(;,.R%
6c%<$7$*6Q4$;.%6c%#,/%6O;%P)Q)P,.,$/p%$4Q#)b
/,/$/%.#,/%Q6,;.%);<%,**(/.0).$/%.#).%(*.,4).$*R2%
$'()*,.R%S$P64$/%*6/.%O,.#,;%)%P6;P$Q.,6;%.#).%
0$*).$/% 460$% )QQ06Q0,).$*R% .6% /6P,)*% 467$b
4$;.D%960%$M)4Q*$2%46/.%*$-)*%46<$*/%.#).%#)7$%
)<6Q.$<%);%$'()*,.R%6c%6QQ60.(;,.R%)QQ06)P#%
#)7$%c6P(/$<%6;%Q067,<,;-%6QQ60.(;,.,$/%,;%0$b
/Q$P.%6c%$P6;64,P%-66</%);<%.6%*$//$0%<$-0$$/2%
/6P,)*% -66</D52% "#$% ;$-*$P.% /#6O;% .6% )% O,<$%
/Q$P.0(4% 6c% .#$% <,/P0,4,;).,6;% )0$)/% 0),/$/%
c(0.#$0%P6;P$0;/%0$-)0<,;-%,./%P)Q)P,.R%c60%(;,b
7$0/)*%)QQ*,P)S,*,.R%.6%)**%,;<,7,<()*/%O#6%#)7$%
/([%$0$<%<,/P0,4,;).,6;%);<%<,/)<7);.)-$D

Equality of Outcomes53  

&'()*,.R%6c%6(.P64$/%,/%)%/(S/.);.,7$%P6;P$Qb
.,6;%6c%$'()*,.RD%B;*,d$%c604)*%$'()*,.R2%O#,P#%
<,P.).$/% S$#)7,6(0% .#06(-#% )QQ*R,;-% 0(*$/%
);<% Q06P$<(0$/% P6;/,/.$;.*R2% $'()*,.R% 6c% 6(.b
P64$/%/$$d/%.6%,;7$/.%)%P$0.),;%460)*%Q0,;P,Q*$%
G;)4$*R%/6P,)*%0$<,/.0,S(.,6;H%,;.6%.#$%)QQ*,P)b
.,6;%6c%$'()*,.RD%"#,/%P6;P$Q.%6c%$'()*,.R%4);,b
c$/./%,./$*c%.#06(-#%)%/Q$P.0(4%6c%Q6*,P,$/%);<%
*$-)*%4$P#);,/4/%,;%7)0,6(/%j(0,/<,P.,6;/D%+$b
7$0/$%<,/P0,4,;).,6;2%Q6/,.,7$%<,/P0,4,;).,6;54%%
);<% )c_,04).,7$% )P.,6;55% )0$% j(/.% )% c$O%O#,P#%
#)7$%S$$;%Q(.% c60O)0<% .6%0$Q0$/$;.% .#,/%P6;b
P$Q.D%X6/,.,7$%<,/P0,4,;).,6;%P);%S$%/(PP,;P.*R%
<,/P$0;$<%c064%.#$%Q6/,.,7$%)P.,6;%)QQ06)P#%6c%
$'()*,.R%6c%6QQ60.(;,.RN

% oX6/,.,7$% )P.,6;%4$);/% 6[%$0,;-% .)0b
-$.$<% )//,/.);P$% .6% Q$6Q*$2% /6% .#).% .#$R% P);%

.)d$% c(**% );<% $'()*% )<7);.)-$% 6c% Q)0.,P(*)0%
6QQ60.(;,.,$/D%X6/,.,7$%<,/P0,4,;).,6;%4$);/%
$MQ*,P,.*R%.0$).,;-%Q$6Q*$%460$%c)76(0)S*R%6;%
.#$%-06(;</%6c%0)P$2%/$M2%0$*,-,6;%60%S$*,$c2%$.PD%
SR2%c60%$M)4Q*$2%)QQ6,;.,;-%/64$6;$%.6%)%j6S%
j(/.% S$P)(/$% .#$R% )0$% 4)*$% 60% j(/.% S$P)(/$%
.#$R%)0$%c$4)*$2%% ,00$/Q$P.,7$%6c%4$0,.Dp%56

V;%4);R%O)R/%.#$%.$04/%<$/P0,S,;-%.#$%$'()*b
,.R%6c%6(.P64$/%)QQ06)P#%#)7$%Q6*,.,P)**R%P6;b
.067$0/,)*% ,;.$0Q0$.).,6;/D%\6<$0).$% ,;.$0Q0$b
.).,6;/% $M,/.% ,;% .#$% c604%6c% /Q$P,)*% .0$).4$;.%
Q067,/,6;/%O#$0$,;%,.%#)/%S$$;%0$P6-;,/$<%.#).%
.#$%Q0,;P,Q*$%6c%$'()*%.0$).4$;.%/64$.,4$/%0$b
'(,0$/%<,[%$0$;.%.0$).4$;.%c60%P$0.),;%-06(;</%
6c%<,/)<7);.)-$D57%%

"#,/% P6;P$Q.,6;% ,/% ,;#$0$;.*R% *,;d$<% .6% .#$%
-06(Ql0$<,/.0,S(.,7$% j(/.,P$% 46<$*% );<% .#$%
)P#,$7$4$;.%6c%)%c),0$0%<,/.0,S(.,6;%6c%S$;$_,./D%
"#$%$'()*,.R%6c% 6(.P64$/%)QQ06)P#%#)/%S$$;%
)<6Q.$<% ,;% .#$%Q)/.% ,;% P$0.),;% /Q#$0$/% ,;% .#$%
BaY%);<%@60.#$0;%V0$*);<D58%%

"#$%/6P,)*%Q#,*6/6Q#R%(;<$0*R,;-%.#,/%P6;P$Qb
.,6;%6c%$'()*,.R%,/%);%$-)*,.)0,);%(;<$0/.);<,;-%
6c%/6P,)*%j(/.,P$%);<%6c%o.#$%-66<%*,c$p2%O#$0$,;%
.#$%460)*%O60.#%6c% $'()*,.R% ,/% P$;.0$<%6;% ,./%
)S,*,.R% .6% Q067,<$% $'()*% 6(.P64$/% c60% ,;<,b
7,<()*/%60%).%.#$%7$0R%*$)/.%)%/).,/c)P.60R%6(.b
P64$% c60% .#$% 46/.% <,/)<7);.)-$<% -06(Q/D% V;%
.#,/% /$;/$2%$'()*,.R%6c%6(.P64$/%/(S4,./% .6%)%
/6P,)*,/.% )-$;<)% )*S$,.% 6;$% O#,P#% #)/% *,4,./%
,4Q6/$<%6;%,.%SR%.#$%P$;.0)*%.$;$./%6c%)%*,S$0)*%
<$46P0)PRD59% "#$% )QQ*,P).,6;% 6c% .#,/% P6;P$Qb
.,6;%6c%$'()*,.R%,/%/(Sj$P.%.6%/.0,;-$;.%/P0(.,;R%
c064%P*)//,P)*%*,S$0)*,/4%O#,P#%4),;.),;/%.#).%
.#$%<,/.0,S(.,7$% j(/.,P$%.#$60R% ,/%)S#600$;.%.6%
*,S$0)*%<$46P0).,P% .#6(-#.% c60% ,.% ,4Q6/$/% .66%
#,-#%)%S(0<$;%6;%.#$%/.).$%);<%,;<,7,<()*%)(b
.6;64RD%%%%

:,d$O,/$2% 6;$% Q$0P$,7$<% <);-$0% 6c% .#,/% )Qb
Q06)P#%,/% .#).% ,.%Q*)P$/%.66% *,..*$%$4Q#)/,/%6;%
.#$% ,4Q60.);P$% 6c% )PP6446<).,;-% <,7$0/,.R%
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SR% )<)Q.,;-% $M,/.,;-% /.0(P.(0$/D60% V;% .#,/% 0$b
-)0<2%/64$%Q#,*6/6Q#$0/%);<%.#$60,/./%S$*,$7$%
.#).% .#$% c6P(/% 6;% P$0.),;% <,/)<7);.)-$<% /6b
P,)*% -06(Q/%(;<$0% .#,/% P6;P$Q.,6;%6c% $'()*,.R%
4,/<,0$P./% .#$%O,<$0%<$S).$%)O)R% c064%460$%
/$0,6(/%);<%)0S,.0)0R%<,/.,;P.,6;/%.#).%*$)<%.6%
<,/)<7);.)-$D61%

"#,/%Q6,;.%6c%P6;j$P.(0$%0$7$)*/%.#$%'();<)0R%
6c%O#$.#$0%P6(;.0,$/%c6(;<$<%6;%P6446;%;)b
.,6;)*%);<%P(*.(0)*%7)*($/%P);%$MQ$P.%.6%/(PP$//b
c(**R%,;P60Q60).$%,;<,7,<()*/2%O#6/$%7)*($/%);<%
.0)<,.,6;/%)0$%<,[%$0$;.%.6%.#).%6c%.#$%4)j60,.RD%
V.%/$$4/%.#$%);/O$0%4(/.%S$%Q6/,.,7$N%#(4);%
0,-#./%);<%$'()*,.R%<,/P6(0/$/%#)7$%P6;/,/.$;.b
*R%);<%60-);,P)**R%,;P60Q60).$<%,//($/%0$*).,;-%
.6%<,7$0/,.R%);<%P(*.(0)*%)QQ0$P,).,6;%,;.6%.#$,0%
0(S0,P/D%V.%,/%P*$)0%.#).%/(P#%,//($/%)0$%,;#$0$;.%
.6% .#$% #(4);% 0,-#./% 4),;/.0$)4,;-% )-$;<)D%
"#$0$c60$2% ,.% ,/% ;$P$//)0R% .6% 0$P6-;,/$% .#).%
.0$).,;-% .#$/$% ,//($/%6(./,<$% .#$%$'()*% 0,-#./%
c0)4$O60d%O,**%6;*R%/$07$%.6%<,*(.$%.#$%c60P$%6c%
.#$%#(4);%0,-#./%<,/P6(0/$%,;%-$;$0)*D%9(0.#$0b
460$2%$MQ);<,;-%-*6S)*%4)0d$./%Q06Q$*%4,-0)b
.,6;%)P06//%S60<$0/D%V;%60<$0%.6%)PP6446<).$%
.#$/$%4,-0).,6;%Q)..$0;/2%/.).$/%;$$<%.6%S$%,;%)%
Q6/,.,6;%.6%P)Q.(0$%.#$%)<7);.)-$%6c%$P6;64,P%
4,-0);./%O#6%Q6//$//%.#$%)S,*,.,$/%);<%P)Q)Pb
,.R%.6%4$$.%,;$7,.)S*$%*)S6(0%<$4);</D%

V;% /(42% .#,/% *$-)*% P6;P$Q.,6;%6c%$'()*,.R% P6;b
.0,S(.$/%.6%P64S).,;-%,;,.,).,7$/%);<%Q06P$//$/%
O#,P#%0$/(*.%,;%.#$%O60/.%P)/$/%6c%<,/)<7);.)-$%
);<%<,/P0,4,;).,6;%c60%<,[%$0$;.%-06(Q/D%36Ob
$7$02%,.%0$4),;/%)%Q6*,.,P)**R%P#)0-$<%,;.$0Q0$b
.).,6;%6c%$'()*,.R%(;<$0%O#,P#%P64Q$.,;-%$P6b
;64,P2% /6P,)*% );<% Q6*,.,P)*% ,;.$0$/./% 4(/.% S$%
)<<0$//$<%);<%S)*);P$<D

5) A Human Rights Approach to Equality

V.%#)/%S$$;%/(--$/.$<%.#).%$'()*,.R%)/%)%/.);<b
)*6;$%Q0,;P,Q*$%#)/%*,..*$%,4Q)P.%6;%P64S).,;-%
/(S/.);.,7$% <,/)<7);.)-$D62% &'()*,.R^/% )460b
Q#6(/%;).(0$%4$);/%,.%,/%P)Q)S*$%6c%.)d,;-%6;%

)%0);-$%6c%<,[%$0$;.%,;.$0Q0$.).,6;/D%a,4,*)0*R2%
,.%4)R% S$% 7,$O$<% )/% );% $4Q.R% 7$//$*%O#,P#%
Q067,<$/% )% Q)..$0;% c60% S(,*<,;-% #(4);% 0$*)b
.,6;/D% T6;/$'($;.*R2% .#$0$% ,/% )% ;$$<% c60% ,.% .6%
.)d$%-0$).$0%460)*%P#)0)P.$02%.6%,;7$/.%,;%6.#b
$0%460)*%Q0,;P,Q*$/%);<%c604%);%$.#,P)*%S)/,/%
c064%O#,P#% )PP$Q.)S*$% #(4);% 0$*).,6;/#,Q/%
P);% S$% <$0,7$<D% "#$% P6;P$0;/% 0$-)0<,;-% .#$%
)S67$%$'()*,.R%46<$*/%#)7$%*$<%.6%.#$%$4$0b
-$;P$% 6c% )% #(4);% 0,-#./% )QQ06)P#% O#$0$,;%
$'()*,.R%S$P64$/% .#$%7$//$*% c60% .#$%<$*,7$0R%
6c%460$%$;0,P#,;-%7)*($b*)<$;%Q0,;P,Q*$/D

Y% P6;.$4Q60)0R% )QQ06)P#% 6c% S0,;-,;-% .#$%
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